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Experts in writing news articles

Beginners in how to utilise AI tools

Disclaimer



Brief on popsci communication at KI
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News and social media place us on 
the world map every day

In-depth stories and meetings to 
explain, contextualise and build trust



News about scientific articles

• Researchers at KI produce about 7,500 
scientific articles each year 

• About 240 requests for some kind of news 
activities about scientific papers in 2023 

• There is a submission form on for 
researchers to do it on ki.se

• About 135 press releases and news tips 
(unique stories) distributed from the 
Comms Office in 2023

• We depend on the help of department web 
editors and researchers
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Many versions of KI

The problem is that…
• We all have a lot on our plates
• Not all departments have professional, full-time 

communication officers
• Not all communication officers are skilled science 

news writers
• Not all researchers know how to address a lay 

audience

• The overall result is a somewhat fragmented 
presentation of current research at KI

• Many versions of KI - rather than one KI
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Test pilot with Copilot

• Logged-in mode to protect embargoed material

• Journalism is a ”more creative” skill in Copilot

• It is easier to use the chat function than the write function

• Prompts, source materials and news articles in the same 
language

• Without restrictions, Copilot will make things up and 
exaggerate

• Researchers always need to fact-check AI-generated news 
articles

Karolinska Institutet 30 maj 2024 6



Like a happy journalist intern

• An extra pair of hands who can do some of the tedious 
work

• The first result often needs some improvement

• You need to (learn how to) explain again in a better way

• And you must always check that all facts are correct

• But you don’t need to worry about hurting someone’s 
feelings
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Webpage with guidelines

• General advice on how to write a prompt

• Examples of prompts for different types of 
news articles

• How to interact with Copilot to acheve good 
results in a KI context

• Brief on the downsides and risks of using AI-
generated texts

• What to think about when you publish your AI-
generated news article on ki.se
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staff.ki.se



Prompt for standard research news article

Act as a communications officer at the medical university Karolinska Institutet. Write a popular science news 
article about a new study in [name of the journal] based on the summary below. The article should be in 
English, about 2,000 characters long, and understandable to a high school student.

Use a journalistic structure, including a headline, a lead, body text, and one or two quotes by the researcher 
[researcher’s name and title] at the Department of [name of department]. Only use the information provided. 
If you are unsure of any facts, ask me questions or let me know that you are unsure. Use a neutral tonality and 
avoid superlatives like groundbreaking, unique, for the first time, etc.

Write the article in the same style as this news article: news.ki.se/early-body-contact-develops-premature-
babies-social-skills

SUMMARY: [Paste the researcher's summary, or alternatively Q&A 1-4 and the news summarized in one 
sentence from the news submission form. If space is limited, you can remove the questions and only include 
the researcher's answers. If you give Copilot access to a PDF of the scientific article, write that and include 
the title of the PDF in the prompt.]
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https://news.ki.se/early-body-contact-develops-premature-babies-social-skills
https://news.ki.se/early-body-contact-develops-premature-babies-social-skills


Prompt for writing a news headline

Act as a communications officer at the medical university Karolinska Institutet and help me to write a good headline 
for my news article. The headline should be:

• A catchy phrase that captures the reader's attention and summarizes the news article's content.
• Short and concise, not longer than 10 words.
• Informative, simple, and clear, without unnecessary technical terms or abbreviations.
• Neutral and without exaggerations or evaluations.

Here are some examples of news article headlines:
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy tested for post-covid conditions
A sleep-deprived brain interprets impressions negatively

NEWS ARTICLE: [Paste your news article in the chat box or give Copilot access to it as a PDF or webpage/link].

Karolinska Institutet 30 maj 2024 10



Examples of copiloted news articles
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Eligibility 

• It depends on the news platform if it is okay to 
publish AI-generated news materials

• You need to check the guidelines for each 
platform

• On ki.se: A researcher should always fact-check 
before the news article is published 
(regardless of whether the science writer is 
human or an AI)

Karolinska Institutet 30 maj 2024 12



What’s next?

• Transcribe and summarise interviews

• Templates for AI news articles (instead of 
prompts and instructions)

• News articles about funding and organisation

• Social media posts - and monitoring

• Genre images to illustrate popular science 
news

• And more…
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Questions?

nyheter@ki.se

pressinfo@ki.se

webb@ki.se

staff.ki.se/tools-and-support
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